Worm Reproduction Information
 


 

Under optimum conditions, each worm will produce an egg capsule or cocoon every 7 to 10 days. These will incubate for 14 to 21 days, usually near the surface area, where the ground temp is slightly warmer. The worm egg is slightly oval in shape and looks similar to a grain of rice or a lemon. The egg is creamy white when first laid then turns yellow and almost reddish brown as it nears hatching. It seems that worms encourage birds into thinking that a mature cocoon is a seed and the worms catch a free ride to new territory as they pass through the courier. Each capsule can contain 2 to 20 worms. The new worm reaches breeding age in 60 to 90 days when the band or collar appears about 1/4 down the length of the worm from its head, signifying sexual maturity.
 No special care is required. Let nature take its course. All you have to do is generate the right atmosphere. If the adult population is healthy the cocoons and babies will be fine.
Worms that are sexually mature have a prominent 'band' around their body, called the 'clitellum'. Most worms are hermaphrodites, which means that from each mating session, both worms will produce a capsule. 

During mating, the worms will join together at the clitellum (sometimes for quite a long period of time). Reproductive material is exchanged. When the worms separate, a ring of mucus material forms at the clitellum of each worm. 

The worm will then wriggle backwards, and the mucus ring slips off over the tail. The ring seals, forming a 'capsule' (also called an 'egg'). All the necessary reproductive material is sealed inside. 

The worm capsule, when first deposited is soft and milky white. This quickly hardens and turns a light lemon color. The capsule goes through various color changes...through different toning of yellow, then to a rusty brown color. Capsules are almost ready to hatch when they are the rusty color. 

The capsule is about the size of a grape seed, but size is related to the size of the worm, with larger worms producing larger capsules. 

Capsules generally take an average of 1 month to hatch - but depending on conditions, can take more or less. Worm capsule have been known to survive drought conditions for 12 months or more, hatching when conditions become suitable again. 

Each capsule will produce up to 20 baby worms, but the average is about 4. If you watch the rusty capsules closely, you may be lucky enough to see the baby worms emerge through the neck of the capsule. 

Holding the rusty capsules up to the light will let you see the tiny worms inside. 

