Vermicomposting Project: Pearson’s Corner Elementary School Proposal

Hanover Advanced Master Gardener Land Care Stewards

Why teach vermicomposting, composting and recycling in the classroom?

· Landfill space decreasing

· Number of landfills decreasing

· Population increasing

· Garbage production per person increasing, yet large percent (25-50%) organic

· Fuel costs increasing

What makes vermicomposting a good classroom project?

· Kids (and adults) fascinated by worms

· No eyes but can sense light

· No teeth but can grind up food in their gizzards

· No hands or feet yet can move

· No ears but can sense vibrations

· No lungs yet can breathe through their skin

· Very small brain but can regenerate part of their tail section

· Kids become active part of the solution

· Experiential learning

· “All real learning is connected to action”

· “I hear and I forget; I see and I remember; I do and I understand”

· Respect for another form of life  

· Classroom “pets” teach responsibility

· Teaches recycling of nutrients

· Enables year round, small scale composting in the classroom

· Kids can take this lesson home to start home vermicomposting

How else can vermicomposting foster teaching and learning?

· Teaches SOLs

· Students learn skills: measuring, investigating, recording data, observation

· Students learn scientific classification

· Kids can be creative; can become teachers of others

Plan for Vermicomposting Project in Hanover Schools

· Teacher In-service training by Hanover Land Care Stewards

· Pilot project at Pearson’s Corner Elementary School to see if project worth pursuing in other schools

· Classroom trainings with kids, MGs and teachers on vermicomposting, recycling

· Each participating classroom receives plastic bin, copy of Worms Eat My Garbage, and starter worms for Hanover Dept. of Public Works

· Follow-up mid-point session and compost harvest session with MGs

· Pre- and post-survey for students and teachers to assess level of knowledge, commitment to recycling/composting and to see if behaviors changed

· Begin cafeteria waster vermicomposting project

· Public works to monitor garbage, but will be difficult to see measurable differences due to high % of paper waste; surveys will be main indicator of success

