Three Bin System made from wooden pallets

(See this system in action in the courtyard at the far end of the Horticulture Pavilion)

How this system works:

1) The compost is started in an end bin. The raw materials are turned in place until it’s time to begin the next new pile at which time the contents of the first bin are turned into the middle bin.  

2) The contents of the middle bin are turned until the raw materials are no longer recognizable.

3) This finished compost is moved into the third bin to await use.





Pros

· Can be built quickly and cheaply

· Can be built using pallets and t-posts and a hammer or spliced together with wood

· Recycles wooden pallets

· Separate bins for newly started pile, semi-composted materials and finished compost make continual composting easier

· Provides good air circulation

· Helps keep piles contained 

· Front can be open, chicken wire or another pallet if desired (see the bins in the courtyard)




Cons

· Must obtain 7-9 wooden pallets in decent condition (check at your landfill or garden center or with your local Master Gardener group)

· Pallets will rot and need to be replaced every few years

· Takes up some space on level ground if built as one single unit

· Can make turning slightly more difficult because pitchfork can get caught in slats 

· Once built, it’s difficult to move unless all three piles are also moved
















